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Introduction 
Have you ever wondered what happens when you die? I have. This is why it is my 
science fair question. I am 10 years old and in grade 5. This is my first time doing 
science fair. I am excited and nervous but I am mostly excited.  
 
Possible questions 

●  If nails are made of the same materials as hair can you have nail hair? 
● How long can hair grow? 
● How come baths are baths 
● Why is time in numbers and not letters 
● Why not roman numerals 
● Why is my sister so smart 
● How does conditioner smooth your hair? 
● Why are people laughing at the butt? 
● Why are butt jokes so funny? 
● Can tigers come in dots? 
● Cheetahs have spots 
● What is the cutest animal? 
● Can humans make honey bees? 
● Why do elephants weigh so much? 
● Why are milliseconds so short? 
● Why do you have to shower? 
● How has it helped overtime? 
● Why do people like music? 
● Why can lead draw and other materials can’t? 
● How do you make an atom? 
● If people think rain is crying what is snowing? 
● How do people find constellations? 
● What defines a minute? 
● Why do your parents tell you not to watch tv? 
● How do you make warm water? 
● What if there were equal amounts of cold and hot water? 
● Where do you go when you die? 
● Where do these theories come from? 
● Why do you lose your memory? 
● Why can people with certain disabilities keep their memory? 
● Why are people addicted to chewing nails? 
● Why are people addicted to smoking? 
● Are stuffies alive? 
● How does paper get wet so easily? 
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● How do you catch a fish with no tools? 
● Why is the world round? 
● How do people fall in love? 
● Why are people addicted to games? 
● Why do different people have different tastes? 
● Why in cold water are you more energized? 
● Why do people wear shirts? 
● What are dreams made of? 

 
Why I Chose This Question 
I chose this question because my mom was having me come up with ideas. I had a 
lot of ideas. After a brainstorming session my mom and I paired down all the 
questions I had asked. Eventually we had paired it down to this question. I chose the 
question because it seemed like it was the most interesting out of all the questions. 
 
Problem  
My question is where do people go when they die? 
 
Hypothesis  
My hypothesis is that when you die you get buried and you go to heaven. I think that 
because your physical body just is decomposing then I figured where does your 
spirit go? I think there are lots of puffy clouds where you are taken care of and it is a 
place that your spirit can look back at your physical world. 
 
Method  
Since this is a hard question to answer I asked a lot of experts, I watched videos, I 
researched the internet, and I looked at print resources. 
 
Some questions that are related  
Does your body get reborn? 
Do you change gender if you get reborn? 
What happens when you die? 
Do you turn into a ghost? 
Do you get buried?  
Do  you turn into a zombie? 
Do you turn into a different thing?!?!?! 
 
Research 
Does your body get reborn 
I asked so much people this question and they replied that it depends on spiritual 
beliefs.  When I interviewed a number of Christian they believe that the body stays 
in the ground and the spirit goes to heaven. 
 
Do you disintegrate? 



 
Most people indicated that  a body disintegrates, that means you turn into dirt and 
decompose. When you decompose the body breaks down into its basic elements 
like carbon.  At which point, animals will eat the body's leftovers.  Then the animal 
poops and it cycles into the dirt for other organisms.  This causes the body to take a 
different form. 
 
Where does your body go? 
It really depends on your spiritual beliefs if the people think the body goes 
underground it will. Other beliefs are the body goes to heaven, it goes wherever the 
people want or it just goes underground. 
 
Is there such a thing as heaven? 
It depends on the belief people have, personally I think its real because the body is 
left behind and only your spirit is there. If there isn't such a thing as heaven then 
where does the people's spirit go? Christians believe that there is heaven.  When a 
person believes in God, the spirit will be saved and it will go to heaven. 
 
Is there such a thing as the other space (hell)? 
When asked about this topic they would usually say it depends on the belief people 
have. Personally I think it's real because the bad person's body is left behind and 
only your spirit is there. If there isn't such a thing as hell then where does the bad 
people's spirit go? In Christian and Catholic beliefs, there is no such thing as hell but 
the spirit just dies with the body. 
 
What do you turn into? 
 
Unless reborn or have any different beliefs, people will likely turn back into original 
elements which go back into the soil.  This is a tricky question as I don’t know if I 
have a belief or not.  After interviewing and researching, I think the body physically 
decomposes into organic material and mixes back into soil.  The spirit can change 
into something else.  It is unclear for most of the religions as it is more a spirit rather 
than a physical thing. 
 
Do you go to space? 
 
Well  in Among Us you do. In real life you don’t go to space because the body does 
not suddenly float up to space just like that. Although there are some people that 
died in space like: Georgy Dobrovolsky , Vladislav Volkov, Viktor Patsayev and 
several monkeys. 
 
Does your brain explode? 
The brain does not explode instead it slowly dies. It takes about 8 to 12 hours to die. 



Even though the brain dies at one point it is the last organ to shut down.  Just like 
the rest of the body, it decomposes into its basic elements.   
 
What are the thoughts that are in your mind when you die? 
 
When the body dies it will probably be thinking about what mistakes they had 
made. If you get reborn they would fix those mistakes and would have to get used 
to the new rules.  Most individuals who are dying will likely be reviewing their life 
and thinking of the people or impacts around them.  Many people may think of how 
to stop the dying process.  However, when it is definitely happening, people tend to 
accept it and grieve. 
 
Are the thoughts different when you're older or younger? 
When you're older you have more experiences and when you are younger you have 
less.  The thoughts would be focused around their experiences and would likely be 
different.  For example, a little girl would think of her parents and an elder would 
think about what mistakes they would make.  Everyone may have different thoughts 
but it is related to their beliefs. 
 
Do we float? 
 
Floating in water right after death would be unlikely because the body is filled with 
your liquids.  When they come out the body, which can vary depending on the size 
of the person, the body may start floating. 
In air, the body can float if a person dies in an airplane. 
 
Do we move? 
 
When the body starts to die, the muscles twitch and some last sigh of air comes out. 
Otherwise, there is no movement of the body. 
 
Does your spirit change? 
 
This depends on the religious beliefs.  In Christianity, the spirit changes to be able to 
join in heaven.  However, in Buddhism,there is no spirit that comes out of the body. 
Therefore, the spirit cannot change. 
 
Why do different religions think different things to do with death? 
The people thought about different things and soon enough they had a symbol. 
After they made religion people started to join soon they had 4,300 religions.  As 
people didn’t really know about death, each religion tried to answer it for their 
followers. 
 



What happens to your body when you die? 
The physical body starts breaking down and decomposes.  This is when the body 
turns into its natural elements and eventually turns to soil.  The tissue of the body 
breaks down first and then the bones are last.  Sometimes, there are teeth that 
remain. 
 
 
Do you change gender if you get reborn? 
This depends on the spiritual beliefs people have.  Some people who believe in 
spirit, have the idea that gender can change to the prefered state.  Other ideas 
indicate that the body turns into a different thing. 
 
 
Do you turn into a ghost? 
Scientifically, the body does not turn into a ghost. 
 
Do you get buried? 
It depends on the choices of the people.  Some religions want the body to be buried 
as a whole.  Other beliefs want the body to be in a tomb.  As well, some bodies are 
cremated and put into a container which may be buried or spread on a special 
place. 
 
Do you turn into a zombie? 
Scientifically, the body does not turn into a zombie.  Instead, the body turns green at 
one point. 
 
Do you turn into a different thing? 
It depends on the spiritual beliefs where the body can turn into an animal or other 
things. Some beliefs do not think the body changes. 
 
What happens when you put makeup on dead people? 
When makeup is applied, the body does not move.  The makeup just makes the 
person look fancy for the funeral.  When makeup artists do this, they find the 
makeup is the same texture on a live person as it is on a dead body.  Usually, 
makeup helps the loved ones recognize the dead body. 
 
Analysis  
Key Points 

● I learned that there are two categories of dying - the spiritual that depends on 
religion and the physical in which the body breaks down. 

● It was not easy to distinguish between the scientific explanation of death and 
the spiritual views. 

● It was difficult to find people that had both a scientific view and a spiritual 



view.  However, I was able to find one family that were connected to both 
perspectives. 

 
Analysis continued 
 

● There are lots of unknown theories as to what happens when one dies 
● I noticed there were many interesting questions that I could ask 
● The dying process is very detailed and can changed depending on many 

factors such as age, gender, body. 
● I also know that dying is hard for people to come to terms with whether it is 

the actual dying individual or for the people connected to them. 
 
Conclusion  
 
Summary: Death is hard but overall there are many details around how the body 
physically breaks down.  As well, there are many religions and spiritual groups that 
have somewhat of an answer.  Almost all people agreed there is a physical death 
and a spiritual release.  I was able to find many interesting answers that I didn’t 
know.  At the end, I still didn’t find out if my hypothesis was accurate as I only 
confirmed the physical dying process and did not find a solid answer that indicates 
one would go to heaven.   
Conclusion continued 
 
 
I have researched all these questions and I learned why death is hard.  Death is hard 
as there is no conclusive answer as to where people go after they die.  As a result, 
no one can visit the dead as easily.  It is most people’s wish, including mine, that the 
dead are settled as long as they die in peace. 
 
Improvements  
This project could be improved if I had more time to ask more questions.  One of the 
questions that would be connected would be why death is so hard for people.  This 
would help me understand the emotions around death.  I really enjoyed speaking to 
different people about this topic.  Some people were unable to get back to me.  In 
the future, I would like to meet the people face to face, meet more religious leaders, 
and find out more print materials on this topic. 
 
Future applications 
 
Some of the future applications can be speaking to people that are dying.  This 
would be a good start to therapy.  People can speak about their views on dying and 
maybe it will not be as scary.  Many people mentioned the details in a way that 
actually was less scary for me.  I think if I am able to share this information with kids 
my age, they may also be less scared.  I can also research all the viewpoints of 



death of different religions in the world and summarise it in a kid friendly way. 
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